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Alessia Colonnelli

Hello everyone! My name is Alessia Colonnelli and I started a PhD at the 
University of Heidelberg under the supervision of Prof. Dr. Johannes Becke. 
My doctoral research is part of the larger research project “Gathering the 
Dispersed: State Evasion and State-Making in Modern Jewish, Kurdish and 
Berber History”, which is based at the Karl Jaspers Centre for Advanced 
Transcultural Studies. Following the aims and objectives of the broad 
research project, my personal project investigates the modern phenomenon 
of Amazigh nationalism by considering the context from which it emerged, 
the actors involved and the discursive nation-building strategies adopted. 
Considering Amazigh nationalism as a case study, the project aims to enrich 
scholarship/academic research on stateless ethnic nationalisms and shed 
light on the power hierarchies that marked the development of the 
ideology(s) of Amazigh nationalism in confrontation with other ideologies or 
ideological movements. 
My research partly corresponds to my passions outside the academic 
environment. Thanks to my studies, I often find myself travelling. I am 
passionate about languages (besides Italian, which is my mother tongue, I 
speak a little French, English, Arabic, Spanish and I am learning Amazigh), 
and I like to confront and enrich myself with cultural diversity. I also work in 
the field of information, editing a weekly radio programme of political press 
reviews of Arabic newspapers.



Milena Dietz

Hello everyone! My name is Milena Dietz and I‘m from the south of
Germany, not that far away from Heidelberg. I started my PhD project at the
Faculty of Law in April 2022 under the supervision of Prof. Dr. Ekkehart
Reimer. My research is about the centralization of taxes: I am comparing the
history of the centralization of taxes in Germany, Switzerland, the U.S. and
the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes and on that basis I will try to
draw conclusions for a future EU tax.

I studied law at Heidelberg University until the beginning of this year. Now I
am very excited to get in touch with researchers from other disciplines and
from all over the world through the HGGS. Since I would like to include the
historic, political, economic and fiscal-sociological impacts on the
centralization of taxes in my PhD project, I am also very interested in learning
about interdisciplinary research.

In my free time, I am a voluntary firefighter at the fire department of
Heidelberg. Apart from that, I love to learn new things, especially foreign
languages, to read, to swim and to meet friends.



Rodrigo Agustin Lana

Hello all,

My name is Rodrigo Agustin Lana and I am a researcher in English Linguistics 
at the Anglistisches Seminar at the University of Heidelberg. Although I am 
now based in Germany, I have quite an international background, having 
pursued postgraduate studies in both my native Spain and the UK. In my 
current doctoral research, I combine methods from various disciplines of 
linguistics, including pragmatics and sociolinguistics, to investigate how 
impoliteness is conveyed by speakers across different languages. 

I am looking forward to participating in the events offered by HGGS. I am 
sure it will be tremendously helpful for my own research to find out more 
about how the rest of the members are approaching their projects and to 
share discussions and receive feedback when it comes to my own doctoral 
dissertation.



Julia van Duijvenvoorde

My name is Julia van Duijvenvoorde and in the spring I started a PhD under the 
joint supervision of Prof. Dr. Thomas Meier from Heidelberg University and Dr.
Linde Egberts from the Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam. The doctoral research I am 
conducting is part of a greater DFG-AHRC-funded research project about 
“Devastation, dislocation and (re-) settlement: Breaking/replacing the people-
place connection in landscape”. With the 1709-1710 migration waves from the 
Palatinate to Ireland and North America as my starting point, I study how pre- and 
post-migration landscapes intervened in the reconstruction of the sense of home 
by communities within the Palatine diaspora. 

My research is just as multi-disciplinary as the driving concept of landscape, 
involving theories, methodologies and literature from cultural geography, 
environmental history, heritage & memory studies to name a few. This stands in 
continuity with the rest of my academic trajectory which, until now, has been just 
as varied: After graduating from with a BA in International Relations & German 
from the University of Exeter (UK), I went on to study Heritage & Memory Studies 
at the University of Amsterdam (Netherlands). There, a passion for the complexity 
and beauty of human-nature relationships was ignited – a boundless and timeless 
topic that has occupied many a mind and now occupies mine.



Christian Bot

My name is Christian Bot and I’m a doctoral candidate in the Seminar für alte
Geschichte und Epigraphik. I’m originally from Canada where I received a 
bachelor’s degree in history and classical studies from the University of Western 
Ontario in 2017 and a master’s degree in classical studies, also at Western, in 
2021. I came to Heidelberg in September 2021 to begin my doctoral studies under 
the supervision of Dr. Kai Trampedach and hope to be able to complete my work 
in late 2024. 

My interests lie in the field of ancient Greek history and specifically in Greek 
political history and foreign relations in the 5th and 4th centuries BC. The doctoral 
dissertation that I’m working on examines the evolution of peace treaties in the 
Greek world during this period and explores how they gradually became more 
ambitious and comprehensive over time. I argue that this is evidence that the 
Greek political class was becoming increasingly uncomfortable, at least in theory, 
with the constant warfare that permeated Greek society and responded by 
attempting to create a more stable framework for peaceful foreign relations, 
albeit unsuccessfully.
Outside of my academic work, learning languages is one of my abiding passions. 
Aside from German, I enjoy spending my spare time improving my skills in French 
and Italian, and I’ve studied several other languages to varying degrees.



Cristina-Ruxandra Burghelea

Dear all, I am Cristina-Ruxandra Burghelea, a PhD candidate in the English 
Department and representative of doctoral students in the Doctoral Convention 
of the University of Heidelberg. I come from Romania, having arrived in 
Heidelberg in 2017 at the start of the Master program.

My life at the moment is divided into two major fields of interest. On the one 
hand, my doctoral project on the ecocritical reading of the English novel from the 
late 19th century to the early 21st century, with a focus on the narratological
evolution of the relationship between characters and the natural environment. 
Ecocriticism has lately gained much traction within literary studies as it allows for 
a multidisciplinary approach to literature, adding thus a dialogic touch to my 
entire research and writing process. 

On the other hand, I am actively involved in representational activities as part of 
University committees and voluntary projects, always happy to collaborate with 
young scholars and fellow academics, expand my knowledge and improve skills. I 
believe that time is a privilege and thus making the most out of it, ready to meet 
opportunities and learn from others is what the PhD years are there for. 



Eunice Chiu

Greetings everyone! Nice to meet you! My name is Eunice Chiu. My first degree is in 
Cultural Anthropology, during which, I have also spent time in Archaeology.  I then
proceeded to pursue a Master’s degree in Public Policy. I have just started my Ph.D. in 
Educational Science at the Faculty of Behavioral and Cultural Studies. My thesis is on 
teachers’ emotional engagement and its effects on transformative learning. However, 
my research interest is broad and also includes green policy and the environment; 
migrational studies and educational justice. 

Apart from academia, I also have quite a lot of hobbies and interests. I do crossfit, 
Muay Thai and bouldering. I also enjoy diving, it’s very relaxing and everything feels
very different when I am in the ocean. I am a movie enthusiast, I don’t have a favorite
one though since there's just too many good movies to choose from. I also love singing
and I have sung in the choir for six years in my Secondary school life. 

There are many ways for us to experience the world and that is why I enjoy trying new
things and always challenge myself to do something new once in a while. I get new
insights from these experiences, and the most enjoyable thing about it is to further
the inspiration by reading and dwelling into relevant knowledge that already exists in 
the academic field. And of course, I am always passionate about doing original 
research when there are questions left unanswered. 



Deepa Elizabath John

Hello everyone, 

I am Deepa Elizabath John, coming from India. I started my Ph.D. in June 
2022 at the Anglistisches Seminar under the supervision of Prof. Dr. Vera 
Nünning. My research addresses the fictional narratives of women from 
Colonial India, focusing on the narrative construction of womanhood and 
women's negotiation of power dynamics in relation to colonial social spaces. 
I have done my previous studies in India and worked in editorial positions 
for a while before moving to Heidelberg. 

The past four months in Heidelberg have been exciting, forcing me to alter 
my own imagination about the world. Outside of academic work, I enjoy 
outdoor sports, creative writing, and cooking as my active form of 
relaxation. I look forward to being a part of HGGS and the opportunities that 
Heidelberg University brings me. 



Ting Wang

Guten Tag, everyone. My name is Ting Wang, from middle of China, specifically Wuhan, 
you all must know it. Now, I am a PhD candidate of sociology under the supervision of 
Prof. Dr. Markus Pohlmann.

My research topic is about corruption and anti-corruption in China and 
Germany, which is a comparative study. Honestly, the theme is so grand, in more detail, 
it is about organizational bribery in the two countries. The legal document about the 
bribery that can be obtained from the court as the starting point, the method of 
collective mindsets analysis (CMA) is used to analyze the causes and characteristics of 
bribery as actors. More importantly, the life choices of actors as individuals reflect the 
structure and history of society in a given environment. Obviously, institutions and laws 
have become the means of consensus regulation. However, in the process of 
institutionalization, the influence of culture, ideas and attitudes cannot be ignored. By 
comparing the differences in corruption status in Germany and China, it is helpful to 
understand the different types of corruption and to understand the characteristics of 
culture, history and system in different organizations and societies. Although I am not 
sure about the outcome of the project now, I still believe it is meaningful for my life.

Outside of my research work, I am interested in hiking, swimming, 
badminton and other sports. You all know that health is most important part. And I am 
also keen on learning German because I want to know more about Germany and talk 
with local people. Germany is new to me, the second year since I came to Germany, but 
I love Heidelberg and Germany very much.



Jingke Pan

I am Jingke Pan from China, a PhD candidate at the Alfred-Weber-Institute for 
Economics, under the supervision of Prof. Axel Dreher. I have an interdisciplinary 
background and interests. I started with a Bachelor’s degree in International Relations 
and Political Science from Tongji University in China. After I fell in love with development 
issues and gained some experience with NGOs and development organizations, I went 
to the London School of Economics (LSE) and received a Master’s degree in 
Development Studies there. In September 2021, I came to Heidelberg and begin my 
doctoral studies in Development Economics and Political Economics. 

My research interest is broad, including international organizations, Chinese 
aid, conflicts, and education. For now, I have three ongoing research projects. The first 
project is a joint project with Prof. Christopher Kilby from Economics background and 
Prof. Ayse Kaya from Political Science. We are trying to figure out whether China, as 
some news criticized, uses a multilateral economics institution (AIIB) to serve its bilateral 
strategic initiative - Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) - akin to the way the US has done with 
the World Bank and IMF, by using a novel dataset that identifies the geographic location 
of AIIB and BRI projects. My second research project is to ask whether the existence of 
natural resources increases the possibility of conflicts in Africa, with geo-referenced data 
on oil resources and conflicts. The third project is still in the initial stage of ideas, in 
which we would like to explore the relations between weather shocks and children’s 
welfare in India. 

I am delighted to join the HGGS, where I will have the opportunity to be 
inspired by scholars and researchers from various disciplines. Looking forward to 
meeting everyone.



A warm welcome to you all this Winter Semester!


