
INTERNATIONAL NETWORK

The HGGS hosts a large international community with doctoral 
members from over 30 different countries. Each year, the graduate 
school invites doctoral researcher from all world regions to apply 
for membership and research stays at Heidelberg University. Full 
doctoral projects and short-term research visits at the HGGS can be 
funded through the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD), 
the Baden-Württemberg Foundation, the Coimbra Group and other 
organisations that support international mobility. Thanks to its active 
exchange programme with universities in several world regions, the 
HGGS also regularly welcomes internationally renowned professors.

HGGS GUEST PROFESSORS
PROF. DR. MARTIN BAUER LONDON · PROF. DR. ROSA 
BECERRA CARACAS · PROF. DR. JOOST DE BLOOIS AMSTERDAM 
PROF. DR. MICHAEL BURKE UTRECHT · PROF. DR. FRÉDÉRIC 
DARBELLAY GENEVA · PROF. DR. INSA FOOKEN SIEGEN PROF. 
DR. SHAUN GALLAGHER MEMPHIS · PROF. DR. UWE GELLERT 
BERLIN · PROF. DR. REINER KELLER AUGSBURG · PROF. 
DR. BARBARA KLEIN FRANKFURT · PROF. DR. CATHERINE 
LYALL EDINBURGH · PROF. DR. CÁSTOR DAVID MORA LA PAZ 
PROF. DR. BEN MORGAN OXFORD · PROF. DR. ANDRÉS MOYA 
CARACAS · PROF. DR. JOHN SEARLE BERKELEY · PROF. DR. 
UWE VOIGT AUGSBURG · PROF. DR. SAJIDA ZAKI KARACHI

HGGS

HEIDELBERG GRADUATE 
SCHOOL FOR THE HUMANITIES
AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

APPLICATION

The Graduate School accepts applications for membership from 
candidates in their first or second year of doctoral research. 
Interdisciplinary dissertation projects with any thematic focus in the 
humanities, social sciences and law are eligible to participate in the 
HGGS. Application deadlines are published on the HGGS homepage.

CONTACT

Dr. Astrid Wind
Managing Director & Academic Coordinator
Heidelberg Graduate School  
for the Humanities
and Social Sciences (HGGS)

Universität Heidelberg
Voßstr. 2, Geb. 4370
69115 Heidelberg, Germany
 
Tel. ++49 (0) 6221 54-3783
astrid.wind@hggs.uni-heidelberg.de
www.hggs.uni-heidelberg.de
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Universidad de La 
Habana, member of 
the South-South-North 
Network of the HGGS



HEIDELBERG GRADUATE SCHOOL 
FOR THE HUMANITIES 
AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
The HGGS Graduate School stands for innovative doctoral research in 
the humanities, social sciences and law at one of Europe’s top-ranking 
institutions, Heidelberg University. It offers doctoral candidates a dy-
namic, collaborative research environment within a broad national and 
international network that crosses disciplinary boundaries and fosters 
new research projects in a range of strategic areas. 

Inter- and transdisciplinarity are at the centre of the academic 
exchange at the HGGS. The Graduate School thus embraces the 
recommendations for interdisciplinary doctoral research by the League 
of European Research Universities, the British Academy and other 
renowned organizations and scholars in the EU and abroad and 
responds to the needs of young researchers to adapt to significant 
changes in academia and society. Bringing together a creative and 
supportive academic community of doctoral researcher, the HGGS 
encourages its members to develop original research ideas in dialogue 
with peers from different faculties.  

The HGGS serves the doctoral community of six large faculties and is 
as such a strategic nexus for Field of Focus 3 »Cultural Dynamics in 
Globalised Worlds« and Field of Focus 4 »Self-regulation and regulation: 
individuals and societies« at Heidelberg University. 

HGGS  
PROGRAMME

The programme for doctoral candidates includes a tailor-made cur-
riculum with interdisciplinary seminars and workshops that facilitate 
critical debates about individual doctoral projects of HGGS members 
and about academic research in the context of 21st century chal-
lenges. Most courses are offered in a compact format to foster the 
intensive academic exchange whilst allowing the academic freedom 
to drive ahead individual doctoral work. Doctoral members can also 
design their own workshops or projects and publish the results with 
the support of the HGGS.
  
The HGGS supports doctoral initiatives through the Peer Mentoring 
scheme. Doctoral members can set up interdisciplinary groups in or-
der to research key concepts, explore new ideas and debate contem-
porary challenges. With the financial and logistic support of the HGGS, 
the results of the research projects can be made accessible to a wider 
audience through exhibitions, publications, conferences or workshops. 

DOCTORAL 
MEMBERS

The HGGS is a hub for a committed academic community of 
national and international doctoral researchers, who want to drive 
ahead their dissertation projects in the active exchange with peers 
and professors from six participating faculties and research groups 
in the humanities, law and the social sciences. They present their 
work-in-progress in the HGGS Research Colloquium and contribute 
with their own research to workshops with lecturers from Heidelberg 
University and international partner universities. 

HGGS members cultivate the critical scientific exchange in a 
collegial atmosphere and find the constructive feedback from their 
peers and from professors of different faculties invaluable for their 
own research.

Doctoral members of the HGGS also have access to career 
workshops, courses on academic writing and publishing, expert 
guidance on funding and a wide range of career support through 
the HGGS, the Graduate Academy and other partner institutes at 
Heidelberg University.

»The HGGS gave and gives me the chance to get in touch with 
young and experienced scholars from different fields in a way 
that opens my mind and stimulates the reflections about different 
aspects of my work.« Chiara De Gregorio

»HGGS membership, which gave me 
fascinating interdisciplinary insight 
into my research, came as a real 
inspiration at the crucial moment of 
redesigning my Ph.D. work.«  
Hüsnü Yilmaz

»I have significantly learnt 
from the HGGS activities with 
regard to interdisciplinary 
research methods, which 
in turn have contributed to 
the development of my own 
work.« Camilo Cuervo

FACULTY OF PHILOSOPHY FACULTY 
OF MODERN LANGUAGES FACULTY OF 
THEOLOGY FACULTY OF ECONOMICS 
AND SOCIAL SCIENCES FACULTY OF 
BEHAVIOURAL AND CULTURAL STUDIES 
FACULTY OF LAW 

HGGS CURRICULUM · INTERDISCIPLINARY 
SEMINARS · CONFERENCES · PEER MENTORING 
PHD COMMITTEE · COLLABORATIVE 
COMMUNITY · PUBLICATIONS · INTERNATIONAL
NETWORK · RESEARCH COLLOQUIUM 
MENTORING · HGGS CERTIFICATE

The HGGS offers doctoral 
candidates from six 
faculties a creative and 
collaborative research 
environment.


